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Christianity gave rise to a healthier moral c^de,
and as the rights and obligations of brotherhood
came to be recognised, so also the advantages
of a common action for a common good were
made clear. Hence the spontaneous out-
growth of townships, hundreds, and boroughs,
and the beginnings of that municipal existence
which, by establishing separate jurisdiction, and
administration in convenient business centres,
drew the people together into town communities,
enabling them to carry on their trades and
crafts in comparative security.

In the closing century of the Anglo-Saxon
period there is little to chronicle in the way of
trade history. The temporary successes of the
Danes, resulting in Swegen's short kingship,
Canute's not inglorious reign, the terrible days
of Harold Harefoot, and Hardicanute, and the
imposition of the hateful " Danes-geld," did
not tend to the nation's prosperity ; and when
the Saxon dynasty was restored for a last
twenty years of triumph in the person of
Edward the Confessor, the shadow of Norman
influence rested upon all things of power and
greatness, and the English race sank once more
into comparative insignificance. The reign of
Edward formed an unworthy close to the Saxon
rule, which had lasted, apart from the Danish
interruptions, for over two hundred years.
Within that period the Saxons had succeeded
in stamping their robust characteristics upon
the islanders, and, although less cultured "and
refined than the first conquerors of the country,
the Romans, they were possessed of hardihood,
vigour, intrepidity, and other strong qualities